Human progesterone A-receptors can be synthesized intracellularly and are biologically functional.
In order to investigate the origin and functional independence of the human progesterone receptor A binding protein, we have expressed a truncated human progesterone receptor cDNA in both gene transfer and in vitro translation assays. Proteins identical in size and antigenicity to the A-receptors found naturally in human progesterone target cells are synthesized from this cDNA that lacks the putative B receptor initiator methionine codon of the complete cDNA. The functional independence of A-receptors is suggested by their ability to bind hormone and to stimulate transcription from the progestin responsive mouse mammary tumor virus promoter.